Susanne Hammer

Jewellery Out Of the Unexpected: a cultural exchange
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Workshop

In this workshop we will create jewellery out of objects and materials which are related
to our culture. We'll combine these diverse items in an experimental way, place them in
a new context and transform them into a unique piece of jewellery.
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In times of globalization, is it still possible to find objects which are typically Chinese or
typically Austrian?
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This workshop is an invitation to explore this question. Materials and objects represent
fragments of the world around us. Supposedly typical objects - ones which represent
cultural specificities - make us feel at home. We need such objects to identify with our
culture. These may be valued traditional objects, or simply bits and pieces from everyday
life.
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Typically Austrian items such as Gamsbart, Edelweil’ or the paintings of Gustav Klimt
seem to represent Austrian culture perfectly. Which objects fulfill the same role in
Chinese culture? It is these objects which we will be collecting, studying and
transforming in this workshop: opening up new perspectives, both for the objects and for
ourselves.
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Steps:

e Select one of the objects, which | brought from Austria

e Search for typical Asian objects or materials and collect them/it

e Reflect upon the objects/materials and their meanings

e Try out different working methods, play with the material and find out how to
alienate and transform: use it as a valuable raw material

e Bring your Chinese and Austrian objects together in an experimental way, to
create one or more pieces of jewellery. The process should be documented in a
diary

e Discuss conventional (unconventional) ways to wear jewellery

e At least: try to find a person/place/situation who/which are related to your
jewellery piece(s) and take two or three photos in the setting that you have
chosen (still-life, portrait, streetscene,......)

e Present work and a selection of photographies in our last unit
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Participants: 12
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Duration of the workshop: 4 weeks
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